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WEEKLY REFLECTION

Twenty-Second Sunday
At the start of the new term... in Ordinary Time
What a summer it has been and how quickly the , 30 August 2026

past weeks seem to have flown by. A welcome
back to those of you who have been away and to
everyone at St Joseph's, Epsom, we hope it has
been as relaxing and refreshing a time as possible
this scorcher of a summer.

On the cusp of a new academic year we wish all
those who have taken exams and all who are
beginning a new school, college or university year
every success. Let us keep in mind Mr Brooks at
St Andrew's as he takes up his new
responsibilities as headteacher. And our prayers
with Mr Hallet and all at St Joseph's for the year
ahead. We also welcome Fr Gerado who has
replaced Fr Giandomenico in celebrating the
Brazilian Mass on a Sunday evening and
supporting the Brazilian/Portuguese community.

A new academic year is a fresh start that presents
us with opportunities to learn and to grow. And
that is true even for those of us who have moved
beyond formal education. St Peter, who in last
weeks Gospel recognised Jesus as the Christ and
Son of God, in the Gospel this week has to learn
that the path Jesus treads is not the one of earthly
success. St Peter still has much to learn.

The Church is facing many challenges and like St
Peter, these will call us to grow in faith. The
greatness of Christ's Love is revealed in the
Gospel today - that Christ will offer His life in dying
and rising to new life. Where Christ goes, His
disciple and the Church must follow. If we allow
Him Christ will hold us through all the immense
change and challenge that will be upon us - but
like St Peter how well we learn that lesson
depends on us!

With every blessing,

Fr Simon

‘Let them take up their cross and
follow me’

Today’s readings remind us that whilst we
may find ourselves caught between the
values of God’s kingdom and those of the
world around us, we will always have the
love of God to protect and uphold us.

First Reading (Jeremiah 20:7-9) Jeremiah
laments that answering God’s call has led to
him being mocked and derided. Yet despite
this, he can still sense a burning desire to
speak God’s words.

The Psalm 62(63) wandering in the desert,
thirsts for God’s presence, just as he thirsts
for water. Recognising the Lord’s loving
mercy, he is able to raise his hands in praise
and thanksgiving.

Second Reading, (Romans 12:1-2)
St Paul reminds the Romans that the life we
take on through baptism becomes the
inspiration for how we live. Paul encourages
them to resist the temptation to conform to
the demands of the world as they seek to
respond to God.

Gospel (Matthew 16:21-27) we see Peter’s
struggle to embrace fully the reality of
Jesus’s Way. Soon after being named ‘the
rock’ on which the Church will be built, Peter
is still holding on to the values of the world,
and struggling to accept what Jesus tells him
about the suffering that lies ahead.

This week we pray for those all around the
world who are taking up their cross in the
service of Christ and his Church. We ask the
Lord to keep them safe ‘in the shadow of his
wings’.

Opening Prayer

God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our
hearts the love of your name, so that, by deepening
our sense of reverence, you may nurture in us what is
good and, by your watchful care, keep safe what you
have nurtured.




Mass Intentions
Commencing Sunday 30 August 2026

Saturday Memorial of The Passion of St John the
Baptist
10.00am | Kathleen Mannion RIP
5.30pm | Patrick and Terry O’Flaherty RIP
Sunday Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8.30am | Flordie Mae RIP
10.30am | Michael, Maureen and John RIP
Griffin
5-30pm People of the Parish
Monday 10.00am | Francis McMenamin RIP
Tuesday 10.0 oam | Oscar and Liosa Solijon’s Ints
Wednesday | 10.00am | Fr Jon Bielawski RIP
Thursday Feast of St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor
10.00am | Lynne Ferrante RIP
Friday 10.00am | Derek Birch RIP
Saturday Memorial of St Dominic, Priest
10.00am | Angelina Trosino RIP
5.3o0pm | Edward and Anasabrina Castillo | Anni
— 25th Wedding Anniversary
Sunday Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8.30am | Lee, Jae-Hoon Thomas RIP
10.30am | Bridget and James Egan RIP
5.30pm | Ppeople of the Parish

CONFESSION TIMES: Saturdays after 10am Mass and at 5pm before
5.30pm Mass or by appointment by contacting the Parish Office.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—Will not be taking place this Monday as it’s
a bank holiday,

Please pray for those who are ill within our Parish:

Graham Bell, Kay Pledge, Matty Horkan, Lorraine Corsini, Gill Beenham,
Alan Lucas, Angela Brett, Edmund Louis, Katherine Humphries, Izzy
Pearson, Janet Johnson, Min and Fr Sebastian Paul.

Saint Joseph’s, Epsom
Parish Day of Recollection

We are planning a Parish Day of Recollection at the Franciscan
Centre, Ladywell, in a picturesque, peaceful setting near
Godalming, on Friday, November 20th, 2026.

A full programme is being prepared in co-operation with the
Team at Ladywell, but it will be based on 2026 marking the
80o0th Anniversary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi. We
expect the day to include Mass, talks, discussions and time for

quiet reflection.

The cost for the day will be £35, which includes a two-course
lunch and coffee and tea throughout the day. Ladywell
requires a 30% deposit (£10.50) on booking and has asked us
to indicate that this deposit is non-refundable. We will ask
for the balance (£24.50) nearer the date, to meet Ladywell’s
deadline for final payment of October 20th. Ladywell has also
asked us to indicate that, if a booking is cancelled within four
weeks of the Day of Recollection, the balance is also non-
refundable.

We have booked a coach from the church. Depending on the
numbers booking, we expect the cost of the coach to be in the

region of £15.

Timings for the day are : -

Depart Epsom (Church car park) at 0845
Arrive back at the Church at 1715 approx.

To join us, please e-mail jennyandjohnm@netscape.net or
speak to Jenny or John Mortimer. All queries to Jenny and
John Mortimer (01372-729048 or 07508-037083).

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls who have died
recently including : Colette Totman, Beryl McKenzie, Malcolm Howard,
Marina Dipre, Janet Morgan, Lucia d’amelio Barbato, Franco Zuncheddu,
Jeannine Giles, Dr Rui De Nobrega, Peter Lydon, Canon Alan Mclean,
Bernadette Healy, Iris Elwell, Derek Birch, Michael Phelan and Lynne
Ferrante.

Please keep their families in your prayers.

DISCUSSION GROUP

The Discussion Group is intended to assist us when we are
challenged about our faith.

The next meeting will be Tuesday 08 September at
7.30pm in the Chatterton Room, when the topic will be “What
arguments could we put to people who simply do not believe?”
Fr Gary will be attending for guidance

For further information and suggestions for future topics
please contact Chris by Email : chris@thetimminsfamily.co.uk

NEW TO THE PARISH

To anyone who has moved into the Parish recently, a warm welcome.
We hope you’ll find a spiritual home here amongst us. Please fill out a
new parishioner form, (available in the Narthex) and pop it into the
Parish office. Keep an eye on the newsletter for ways in which you can
become involved in Parish life.

PARISHONERS UNABLE TO ATTEND MASS

If you are unable to attend Mass due to being in or going into
hospital or know someone who would like to receive Holy
Communion, then please contact the Parish Office.

We have several Eucharistic Ministers who are willing to bring
Holy Communion to you, either at home or in hospital.

BEREAVEMENT CAFE

The Bereavement team will next be meeting on Monday 28
September at the usual time of 10.30am after Mass and in the
Chatterton Room.

If you are bereaved, do come and join us for coffee and biscuits and a
friendly chat. The setting is very informal, and you will be sure of a
warm welcome. If you are newly bereaved, or have lost your loved one
some while ago, we know that grief has no time limit.

BAPTISMS AT ST JOSEPH’S

We very much look forward to meeting new parents and
explaining our Baptism preparation which includes
regular attendance at Mass prior to joining classes. You
will find one of the Baptism Catechists near the font
after 10.30am Mass on Sundays, term time only. Do
come and say hello.
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PARISH MASS AND SOCIAL G
l
20 September 10.30am )

As part of our ongoing shared Mission with St Joseph's
School, and following on from the success of our joint
School / Parish Mass last September, we will be holding
our second School / Parish Mass on Sunday
20 September, during the morning Mass (10.30am) in
the school field, weather permitting! Please do bring
your own seating arrangements for the event.

This joyful celebration will bring together our entire
school and parish community, and will be followed by a
social gathering in the parish / school grounds where
families and parishioners will be invited to bring their
own food and refreshments.

If you have mobility issues or seating requirements
which you would like to have accommodated so that
you can join in the Mass, then please contact the Parish
Office

If the weather is inclement on the day, then the Mass
will be moved into the Church and the refreshments
into the Church Hall. We look forward to seeing you
there.

Parish / School Steering Group

BF?%T]H%L A OPPORIONITY

TO VISIT

NGRS | OURDES AND TO STAY AT

HCPT’S HOSANNA HOUSE

The 3rd CBMC Hosanna House Renewal Retreat
based on Brother Michael’s Spirituality is to be
held between 06—10 October 2026.

A copy of the Bulletin with full details is on the
notice board in the Narthex near the Atrium.

An electronic copy can be obtained from John
Flood:

Secretary@brothermichaelstrode.org
Follow in the footsteps of Brother Michael.

Ring 07775914717 of you wish to raise any queries
before committing. Numbers will be limited to
35-40 people so act soon to avoid disappointment!

RCIA PROGRAMME 26/27

“IF YOU ARE THINKING OF BE-
COMING A CATHOLIC. ....... "

Our new programme of RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation
for Adults) is scheduled to begin on Wednesday 23
September. If you are not a Catholic, but have thought of
becoming one, you might wish to consider joining, or
finding out more about it.

The initial part of the programme (seven sessions) asks the
question "Is the Catholic Faith for me?" The second part
(again seven sessions), which takes place after Christmas,
is focused on preparation for full membership of the
Catholic Church, and is aimed at those members of the
group who wish to continue their journey to becoming
Catholics, receiving the sacraments of Baptism (not
necessary if already a baptised Christian), Communion
and Confirmation at Easter.

The sessions follow a set programme, but are informal and
relaxed. If you wish to join, or simply find out more, please
contact Canon Bill, or Fr. Simon or Fr. Gary, the Parish
Office or simply email david34edr@virginmedia.com for
more information. You are not committing yourself to the
course by making an enquiry! "

Volunteers Needed for

Irish Night on 09 October A WEE g[ A
The Irish Night Team is urgently *‘R‘SH&

looking for volunteers to help sell
tickets after the weekend Masses,
beginning 05/06 September. (Next weekend)

If you are able to spare some time to help with ticket sales,
please contact Ann McEntee through the Parish Office.

Your support would be greatly appreciated and will help
make this popular parish event a success. Thank you!

First Holx Y
Communion

PROGRAMME 2026-20267

REGISTERING AN INTEREST

If you would like your child to be enrolled on the
next First Holy Communion Programme, then then
please come to the Chatterton Room after all
weekend Masses on Saturday 26 September and
Sunday 27 September.

You will be able to 'register an interest' in enrolling
your child on the Programme and you will be
provided with further information about the
process for the next Programme.

We look forward to seeing you there. el G,

N

The Catechist Team
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Thank you for your continued support and
generosity. Each donation makes a difference,
particularly as we approach the summer holidays when
children that usually get free school meals need to
find that extra food at home.

In June we supported 428 people, 181 were children.
Unfortunately, our stocks are low with many essential
items now urgently needed. Thank you in advance for
all your donations.

We need to below items urgently:

e C(Cereal Bars e Pasta Sauce

e Savoury biscuits ¢ Tinned tomatoes

e C(Crisps e Microwave rice

e Sanitary pads e Biscuits

e Tinned spaghetti e Custard

e Tinned fish e Washing up liquid

e Tinned potatoes e Shower gel

e Pulses e Shampoo

e Tinned meat e Male/Female deodorant

CHURCH OFFERTORY

Ways for you to contribute to the Finances:

Please set up your standing order directly with your
bank using the details below, or use the contactless
machine located in the Narthex, but any loose change
into the collection bags, All donations are gratefully
received.

RCD A&B St Joseph Epsom
A/C No. 71076221

ADMISSIONS TO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND THE
CERTIFICATE OF CATHOLIC PRACTICE

We have had an article in the newsletter for the last few weeks
regarding admissions to Catholic Schools and the Certificate of
Catholic Practice. If you would like this information :

please contact our Parish Office. This will in due course
also be available on our website.

TEA AND COFFEE—THIS WEEK

FRIDAY in the Chatterton after 10.00am
Mass

SUNDAY in the Hall after 10.30am Mass
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Everyone is welcome, this is a great opportunity to get to
know fellow parishioners.

Confirmation 2027 Enrolment
Evening

Young people wishing to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation in 2027 are invited to attend an
Enrolment Evening with their parents or
guardians.

L1 Date: Monday 5 October
0 Time: 7:30pm
[ Venue: Church Narthex

This evening will provide information about the
Confirmation programme and explain the next steps
for candidates preparing to receive the sacrament.

We look forward to welcoming all prospective
candidates and their families.

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Bank Reference: Your Name + GA ( If you are a member of our
Gift Aid Scheme)

No Cash?

Prefer to make your offering
by phone?

Scan our QR Code with

your smartphone.

MARRIAGE IN A RUT? Or need help with deeper

issues?

Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples find hope
and healing in their marriage.

Next dates: 2nd - 4th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk/
info Tel: 0788 7296983

IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY
Should there be a FIRE, in the Church please do all seek a Fire
Exit nearest to you. Assemble in the car park.

GIFT AID NOTICE Making your weekly donation go]

further! Signup to our Parish Gift Aid Scheme so we can claim an
extra 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost to you! For more
) information contact the Parish office.

CAR PARKING - AT THE CHURCH

Please do not park on the Access road to the Church at any
time, also please be considerate when parking in the bays.

Thank YOu to everyone for your kind
Donations, Last weekend.

Offertory collection— £1,321.02 :
Note: this does not include regular Standing orders :

UPCOMING—SECOND COLLECTIONS

12/13 Sep—Friends of Holy Land (does not qualify for gift aid)
19/20 Sep—Home Mission Sunday (does not qualify for gift aid)




