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WEEKLY UPDATE—FATHER GARY

‘Nothing lasts forever...?’

In our fast-paced world, it can feel like nothing
ever lasts and there are a great number of
influences that can mould us to think in this way.
Whether it be from the trivial (such as deliberate
design of some products to break after a certain
period of time to require the purchase of a
replacement) or the more serious (such as
marriage, jobs, friendships being seen as
temporary and not permanent), this way of
thinking seems to be ever more prevalent and it is
not making us any happier or more fulfilled.

True happiness and ‘constant gladness’, as we
know, comes from that lifelong relationship and
pilgrimage with God. This joyous reality can
actually be incomprehensible or frightening
however for those who have been moulded to
think that ‘nothing lasts forever’. The fear of
rejection or of an eventual end of the relationship
is a real issue for so many that it can lead to a
doubting in the truth of God’s eternal love for us
and our permanent relationship to and with Him.

Our daily living of the Christian life, loving God,
neighbour and ourselves, is a wonderful witness to
the eternal truth of the Gospel. It isn’t glamourous
or showy. Perseverance and constancy never is but
it speaks to the heart of those who see it because it
reflects who God is. Let us ask God for the graces
to live faithfully with Him and for Him so that, in
our own quiet pilgrimage of perseverance and
holiness, we can be His missionaries of faith, hope
and love wherever we are called to be.

With every blessing
Father Gary

] Thirty-Third Sunday of
¢ Ordinary Time
. 16 November 2025

Sing Psalms to the Lord!

As we come to the end of the liturgical year, the
Church encourages us to look at our world, at
the passage of time, and to ponder how we
respond in trust to God’s faithfulness.

First Reading (Malachi 3:19-20) the prophet
Malachi speaks of the end of time, the great day
of the Lord. There will be punishment for the
arrogant and evil-doers, but those who respect
the Lord will experience healing like the
warming rays of the sun.

Psalm (97) celebrates the coming of the Lord
to judge, not in fear but with joy and praise.

The Second Reading (Thessalonians 3:9c-
11,16-17) St Paul, giving himself as a model,
advises on how to live as we wait for the coming
of the Lord. We are to work quietly and
conscientiously in and for the community. We
should not give up and become idle or lazy.

Gospel (Luke 21:5-19) Jesus, in the Gospel,
predicts the destruction of the Temple and other
catastrophic events, as well as persecution and
betrayal. He tells his disciples not to be afraid:
this is not the end of the world, and he also
promises to care for them. Their endurance will
win them their lives.

As Pilgrims of Hope, today’s readings lead us
to ponder what hope means for us as we
consider the tragedies in our
world. God will not abandon us. o A’
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“From the “Prego” leaflet produced by the St Beuno’s
Spirituality Centre in North Wales. For the full leaflet
go to www.stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com

M&mh day of the year the Church feeds us with readings
from Holy Scripture within the Mass and with the Psalms in what is known
as the Liturgy of the Hours or Divine Office. We are able to access the riches
of the Bible via 'Universalis', an online app that allows us to pray with the
whole Church and engage in the beauty of the Liturgy. Do have a look so
that we can nourish our faith. To quote St Jerome : Ignorance of Scripture is
ignorance of Christ .



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cepsom%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C0a9306ebccb6457ace2308dcaa7f7bbf%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C638572711714776492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb

NEW TO THE PARISH

To anyone who has moved into the Parish recently, a warm
welcome. We hope you'll find a spiritual home here amongst us.
Please fill out a new parishioner form, (available in the Narthex)
and pop it into the Parish office.

Keep an eye on the newsletter for ways in which you can become
involved in Parish life.

MASS TIMES— THIS WEEK

TEA AND COFFEE—THIS WEEK
SUNDAY in the Hall after 10.30am Mass

|
FRIDAY in the Chatterton Room after 10.00am Mass

(If a funeral is taking place, Tea & Coffee will not be offered)

Everyone is welcome, this is a great opportunity to get to know
fellow parishioners.

BEREAVEMENT CAFE

The café will next meet on Monday 24 November at our usual
time, 10.30am after Mass and in the Chatterton Room.

If you are bereaved, do come and join us for coffee and biscuits
and a friendly chat. The setting is very informal, and you will be

Date Time | Mass Intention
Sat 15 Nov 11.00am | As per Book of Remembrance
5.30pm | As per Book of Remembrance
Sun 16 Nov | Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary
Time
10.30am | As per Book of Remembrance
5.30pm | As per Book of Remembrance
Mon 17 Nov | 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance
Tue 18 Nov | 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance
Wed 19 Nov | 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance
Thu 20 Nov | 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance

sure of a warm welcome. If you are newly bereaved, or have lost |[ Fri 21 Nov Memorial of the Presentation of the

your loved one some while ago, we know that grief has no time BI d Virain M.

limit. essed Virgin Mary

DISCUSSION GROUP 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance

The Discussion Group will next be meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday . . .

02 December in the Chatterton Room. Sat 22 Nov %emtgrlal of St Cecilia, Virgin,

artyr

Topic yet to be decided.

For further information and suggestions for future topics please 10.00am | As per Book of Remembrance

contact chris@thetimminsfamily.co.uk 5.30pm | As per Book of Remembrance
Sun 23 Nov ur Lord Jesus Christ, Universal

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 3 I(éing J ¢ U

There is no better way to spend time than by praying in front of

the Blessed Sacrament for our world and its needs in this year. IO.SOOaIn is per Eoolli O§ Eememgrance

On Mondays there will be an opportunity to pray with others 5-30pm S per Book of kemembrance

before the Blessed Sacrament after the 10.00am Mass until

11.30am. Please come along.

NOVEMBER - MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS

PARISHONERS UNABLE TO ATTEND MASS

If you are unable to attend Mass due to being in or going into
hospital or know someone who would like to receive Holy
Communion, then please contact the Parish Office.

We have several Eucharistic Ministers who are willing to bring
Holy Communion to you, either at home or in hospital.

BAPTISMS AT ST JOSEPH’S

We very much look forward to meeting new parents and
explaining our Baptism preparation which includes regular
attendance at Mass prior to joining classes. You will find
one of the Baptism Catechists near the font after 10:30am
Mass on Sundays. Do come and say hello.

November is the month of the Holy Souls when we pray for our deceased
relatives and friends - if you would like to have the names of relatives or
friends entered into the Book of Remembrance during the month of
November, please do write their names in the book. You will find Holy
Souls envelopes for your donations beside the Book of Remembrance which
is located on the table on your way in to church on the left. You can also
make a donation using the contactless payment machines.

RECENTLY DECEASED Please pray for the happy

repose of the souls who have died recently, including :

Christine Mann, Janina Mazurkiewicz, Ruth Taylor and
Baby Angel.

Please keep their families in your prayers.

CAR PARKING AT THE CHURCH

Please do not park on the Access road to the Church at any
time, also please be considerate when parking in the bays.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION &
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025—2026

Just a reminder that Attendance Registers will only be
signed after Saturday evening and Sunday morning and
Sunday evening Masses. Saturday morning Mass is not
part of the Sunday obligation.

Please pray for those who are ill within our
Parish:

Graham Bell , Vanessa Tuff, Kay Pledge, Matty Horkan, Lorraine
Corsini, Gill Beenham, Alan Lucas, Angela Brett, Edmund Louis,
Dominic Macqueen and Fr Sebastian Paul.

CONFESSION TIMES

Saturdays after 10am Mass and at 5pm before 5.30pm Mass or by
appointment by contacting the Parish Office.

MOTHER PRAYERS

There will be an opportunity to say the Mother Prayers
after Mass in the Lady Chapel on Thursdays.

Please do come along and join us.

MASS INTENTIONS

If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, please do pick
up one of the Mass Intention envelopes in the Narthex and pop it
into the Parish Office. Alternatively, you can email your request to
the Parish Office at: epsom@abdiocese.org.uk.




RED BOX AUTUMN
COLLECTION

MisSi
Today, an!nrrnw. T!getohu‘. Don’t forget to let your Red Box

promoter have your donations for the
autumn collection. Your promoter will be in touch to arrange
collection of your box. Alternatively you can leave your box
in the parish office. Please remember our missionaries
throughout the world.

School Advent Service z"—ﬁ
Thursday 27 November at 6.00pm N
Year Six will present their Advent Service.

Parishioners are invited to attend. We know you will
enjoy the event, which is always very special.

This is a wonderful way to start the Advent season and
drinks and nibbles will be served in the Church Hall
afterwards.

4 First Holx Yy
Y & Communion )

The Catechist Team has emailed all parents who have
registered an interest for their child to join the 2025 - 2026
First Holy Communion Programme. If you did register an
interest but have not received an email, please contact the
Parish Office at epsom@abdiocese.org.uk.

Please do continue to get your Attendance Registers signed if
you visit another Parish for weekend Mass, then do bring
your Attendance Register with you and ask a member of the
Parish Team to sign it for you

WORLD GIFTS—For Christmas

World Gifts are a wonderful way for our parish communities to share
the hope and joy of Christmas with our Global family.
CAFOD—World Gifts Catalogues can be found at the back of

Church—please do take one after Mass. I

DEADLINE FOR RECEPTION APPLICATIONS

SEPTEMBER 2026

For parents who have children who are due to start in
Reception next September 2026, this is to remind you
that the closing date to make an application is the 15
January 2026. This deadline of the 15 January 2026 is
for both the supplementary information form (SIF),
which should be returned to the school office and also
for the online application made to Surrey County
Council.

The Nativity Journey at Wintershall (near
Guildford) Saturday, 20 December 2025,
2.00pm Performance

We are planning a parish visit to The Nativity at Wintershall for the 2.00pm
performance on Saturday, 20 December 2025. The performance lasts about 90
minutes.

Wintershall is a country estate near Guildford, renowned for staging re-enactments
from the life of Jesus Christ. The Nativity Journey is the perfect festive event for
kids, parents and grandparents.

Key information is: -

Depart by coach from Saint Joseph’s church at 12:30

Return from Wintershall at 16:00

Admission charges Adult £34 Child £17 Family (two adults, two
children) £96

If we have a group booking of over thirty, we will be offered a discount of 10% on
these charges.

Travel—We have booked a coach and the fare for adults will be between £18 and for
children ( up to age 17) £9.
Alternatively, you could travel independently.

Booking—If you plan to join us, we must hear from you by 20 November, at
which point we will ask you for a 50% deposit, followed by the balance when
requested by Wintershall.

To book and/or ask any questions, please email jennyandjohnm@netscape.net or
call Jenny and John Mortimer on 01372-729048 or 07508-037083.

MARRIAGE
Thinking about getting Married next year!

Are you considering marriage?

Pop along to see Fr Bill, Fr Simon or Fr Gary to introduce
yourself.

Please be aware that the Bishop requires a minimum of one year’s
notice prior to the wedding. So after introducing yourself,
a formal meeting will need to be scheduled to begin the necessary
paperwork and arrange for you both to attend a marriage
preparation course. Our next course will be held on 7 February
2026.

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE
At St Augustine’s Abbey, Guildford GU4 8QR
on Sunday 14 December 3.30pm

The highlight of the season for many visitors is the Advent Carol
Service, when the Abbey church is filled with the sound of Gregorian
Chant and traditional carols sung in Latin and English. The candlelit
service evokes the mystery and hope of Advent, followed by a rare
glimpse of the enclosed monastery cloister with warm refreshments
and a Monastic Produce stall offering handmade beeswax creams,
balms and gifts made by the monks.

GIFT AID NOTICE Statements for Tax Year 24/25 can now be.I
collected from the Parish office.

Making your weekly donation go further! Signup to our Parish Gift Aid
Scheme so we can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you give at no extra cost to

you! For more information contact the Parish office.
M

UPCOMING—SECOND COLLECTIONS

23 November—Arundel Cathedral Maintenance
Parish gift aid applies.
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* Thank you to everyone for your kind *
I donations... I
I Sunday 09 November—Offertory collection— £1,335.88 I
* *
* *
* *

Note: this does not include regular Standing orders

1.2.0.2.9.0.2.0.00.0.00.0000000000608680868

CHURCH OFFERTORY

Ways for you to contribute to the Finances:

Please set up your standing order directly with your bank using the
details below, or use the contactless machine located in the Narthex,
but any loose change into the collection bags, All donations are
gratefully received.

RCD A&B St Joseph Epsom

A/C No. 71076221

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Bank Reference: Your Name + GA ( If you are a member of our Gift Aid Scheme)

No Cash?

Prefer to make your offering
by phone?

Scan our QR Code with

your smartphone.




FoEER %. < Advent groups — The Joy of Hope

It was wonderful to see so many boxes full of donations this || The Faith Development Team are delighted to offer CaFE’s The Joy of
week. These donations will make such a difference to our clients || Hope this Advent. Come and join us, to watch and discuss 4
so thank you on their behalf. Your acts of kindness and generosity || instalments of this stunning series, inspired by St John’s book of
help those struggling within our local community. In October we || Revelation, which explore how to live joyfully in the hope of eternal

supported 534 people, 179 were children. life. The series is shot on location on the Greek Holy Island of Patmos
ITEMS . . where tradition tells us that St John received and wrote down his
] ¢ ‘{Ylf:gsgg?g up liquid heavenly visions.
Tinned meat - urgent
Pasta/Beans with Meat - ® Adult toothpaste - urgent
urgent e Tinned vegetables We will meet at 7.45pm at St Joseph’s church hall, on the following
e Instant mash - urgent e Tinned spaghetti Mondays: 24 November and 1st, 8 and 15 December. We will start
e Sugar - ureent e Dried pasta in sauce with tea, coffee and cake and then watch a 20 minute film. Afterwards
S 8 % & e Cooking sauce we will break into small groups to discuss and share our thoughts and
uIi‘(g)gl%g puddings - J the evening will finish at about gpm.
e Male/Female deodorant .
- urgent Any donations are welcomed. || if you would like to come, please book your place by emailing:
o  Washing powder - urgent mary@marygortondesign.co.uk
Or, if you prefer to join online...
Y i St Clement’s are hosting the same course (The Joy of Hope) on
il » ~z Zoom on Wednesday evenings this Advent, starting Wednesday
Kt 26 November at 7.30pm. They will also be sharing some of
S U P P O R T F O R CAFOD’s reflections on the Advent wreath. If you would like to
U K R A I N E join please email John Lodge to receive a Zoom invitation:
Johnlodge47@gmail.com
Donations always welcome. Warm i ) . .
clothing, toiletries, surplus in date St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School - Epsom
medication. Please remove names.The s s
can be left for Steve by the garage at Y School Business Manager Required o
24 The Spinney, Epsom Downs KT18 5QU (Start Feb 2026) &
Any questions please contact Salary:
s o I i SR Pro rata to salary sc:flle S9 £41,585 to S10 £47,142
Y Bl amail. depending on experience
. S 07962171695 ; @
b e i k\@{ Contract type:
Thank 8 W 36 hours per week, Monday to Friday, term time only, some
[hank %O U (;cfc"')fr your Né flexibility for remote working, with two extra weeks as agreed
support |
‘ Closing date: Friday 28t November at midda
A \E\ Christmas Sale 23rd 200, 5 v Y
T M; £ \g ~>November \J\Q\ Interviews: Wednesday 3¢ December 2026
REAN 7 2.30- 49\”11 a 2
(¢’ _jnthe Nafthex ~_ LV~
St Michael's Church U kraine For further information about the f the school
D e post, to arrange a tour ot the schoo!
Ashféaé’—ﬁ(fl? 148" and/or to obtain the Job Description and Person Specification please go
to:
VOLUNTEER CLEANERS https://www.eteach.com/job/school-business-manager-1516318
NEEDED FOR FRIDAYS MORNINGS School website: https://www.stjosephs-epsom.surrey.sch.uk/
We n(?ed a few extra volunteers to help on Friday St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
mornings to clean the Church for the weekend. welfare of all children and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
: Appointments are made using safer recruitment processes and the successful candidate
If'you have a spare hour to Off.er please getin touch will be subject to enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service checks. References will be
with the Parish Office for details. requested prior to interview.
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2 CHRISTMAS IS COMING... yy o PARISH CHRISTMAS LUNCH «%
Advent is just 3 Weeks Away! ¢ )

4 Adventis just 3 way & s @ On Thursday 4th December 2025 the Creative Ladies will be ¢

&

4 In the Repository, you'll find Real Advent Calendars filled 4 G‘L holding their annual Christmas lunch. All are very welcome, ﬂ‘
with delicious Fairtrade chocolate, as well as a beautiful G“ including friends and family. &

4 selection of Christmas Cards and Gifts. o
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i %% We will serve a delicious homemade three course meal

Fy Fy f@‘ followed by tea or coffee. We will also have homemade v@

i d Clorsey & & « treats, crafts and cards for sale. There is no charge for the ¢§

% R Py «% Iunch, but we will have a donation box for the charities which q\

i Please do pop along after Mass to have a look and support 2 o~ we support. Sign up sheets will be available shortly. “%

4 the parish. It’s a wonderful way to share the joy of the FY “vge “r@
season and prepare our hearts for Christmas. * }{e We look forward to seeing you there! :}?
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Updates for next week’s Newsletter please email by EOP on Wednesday



