
 

 

 

 

 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH EPSOM 
NEWSLETTER—23 FEBRUARY 2025 

SEVENTH SUNDAY        
IN ORDINARY TIME  
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2025 

PARISH OPENING HOURS  :Monday—Friday 9.15am—3.15pm 

Contact Us:  Email: epsom@abdiocese.org.uk      Telephone: 01372 723573    Website: www.stjosephsepsom.org.uk 

UPDATE FROM FATHER SIMON 

 

‘The Lord is compassionate and gracious’ 

 

The readings this week encourage us to be          

compassionate, towards ourselves, towards 

others, and in all that we do  

 

In the First Reading (Sam 26:2.7–9.12-13.22-23) 

we see how David does not give way to revenge 

when he finds Saul asleep, vulnerable and under his 

power. David has a choice, and acts with loyalty and 

restraint. Saul has persecuted him, but David now 

spares his life because Saul is the Lord ’s anointed 

one.  

 

The Psalm (102) is a song of praise, describing 

with gratitude God’s own compassion and love 

towards all of his children.  

 

In the Second Reading (Corinthians 15:45-49)   

St Paul teaches us that although we are earthly by 

nature, by modelling ourselves on Christ, the      

second Adam, we receive his life-giving spirit.  

 

In today’s Gospel (Luke 6: 27-38) All of the       

readings prepare us for Jesus ’s challenging teaching 

in the Gospel. Jesus encourages us to love our          

enemies, to do good to those who hurt us, to lend 

without expecting a reward, to love without     

counting the cost. This is the way Jesus and his  

Father love us.  

 

As we ponder these texts as Pilgrims of Hope in this     

Jubilee Year, we may wish to pray particularly for a spirit 

of reconciliation and forgiveness in our own lives, our 

communities, our country, and in all the situations of war, 

strife, injustice and suffering in our world.  

 

 

“From the “Prego” leaflet produced  by the St Beuno’s Spirituality Centre in 

North Wales. For the full leaflet go to www.stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com 

As you may have seen in the news, Pope Francis 

continues to be hospitalized, and so we hold him in 

prayer along with all the many others who are sick or 

suffering at this time.  Please find a prayer for him 

beneath: 

 

A prayer for Pope Francis 

Loving God, 

we ask you to look with favour on your servant 

Francis, 

who has served you as a Jesuit, a priest, an 

archbishop, a cardinal and now as a pope. 

 

Most of all, he has served you as a faithful 

Christian, 

sharing the love, mercy and compassion 

that your Son showed to all he encountered, 

especially those who were poor or struggling. 

 

As Francis faces this new illness, 

help the doctors and nurses who care for him, 

help him to bear any pain with grace, 

and help him to heal quickly. 

 

We ask this in your Holy Name. 

Amen 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cepsom%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C0a9306ebccb6457ace2308dcaa7f7bbf%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C638572711714776492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb


BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

The Bereavement Group will meet this Monday 24 February 

after 10.00am Mass. 

If you are having a difficult time and feel you would like to 

chat to someone, please do contact the Parish Office who will 

put you in touch with Paula or Theresa from the Bereave-

ment Team. 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

The next discussion group will be held on Tuesday, 4 March 

at 7.30pm in the Chatterton Room.  The topic will be 

“What is the connection between our faith and the 

desire to change the world for the better?”  

Deacon Gary will be in attendance to offer guidance 

email : chris@thetimminsfamily.co.uk  

Sat 22 Feb Feast of The Chair of St Peter the 
Apostle  

 10.00am 

5.30pm 

Andres Iglesias RIP 

Private Intention  

Sun 23 Feb Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 10.30am 

5.30pm 

Frank Shields RIP 

People of the Parish  

Mon 24 Feb 10.00am Guay Tan – In Thanksgiving  

Tue 25 Feb 10.00am Francis McMenamin RIP 

Wed 26 Feb 10.00am 

 

John  and Catherine O’Brien 
RIP 

Thu 27 Feb 10.00am Mary Tomnie RIP 

Fri 28 Feb 10.00am Stephanie Carbon RIP 

Sat 01 Mar Feast of St David  

 10.00am 

 

5.30pm  

David and Katherine Thorn 
and Family 

The Gunning Family’s 
Intentions  

Sun 02 Mar Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 10.30am 

5.30pm 

People of the Parish 

Romano Antonelli RIP 

DATE TIME MASS INTENTION 

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, please do pick 

up one of the Mass Intention envelopes in the Narthex and pop it 

into the Parish Office.  Alternatively, you can email your request to 

the  Parish Office at: epsom@abdiocese.org.uk. 

Our Prayers are asked for all those who are ill:  

Vanessa Tuff, Kay Pledge, Tom Makinson, Matty Horkan,      

Lorraine Corsini, Graham Bell, Viv O'Leary, Gill Beenham, 

Angus Lucas and Angela Brett.    

RECENTLY DECEASED 

Please pray for the happy repose of the souls who 

have died recently, including Jason Taylor, Patrick 

Halliden, Merlyn Soares, Carmen Fajardo,               

Fiorinda Gomez, and Joseph Herry. 

CAR PARKING 

on the Access Road to the Church Sunday 10.30a.m. Mass 

It has been brought to our attention that several Parishion-

ers are parking on the access road to the Church at the 

10.30a.m. Sunday Mass - this is not permitted. Please refrain 

from this practice so that we can maintain good    relations 

with our neighbours.  If you cannot park in the Car Parks on 

a Sunday morning, please park on St Margaret Drive and St 

Elizabeth Drive where parking restrictions do not apply on 

Sunday  morning.  

BAPTISMS AT ST JOSEPH’S 

 
We very much look forward to meeting new parents and 

explaining our Baptism preparation which includes regular 

attendance at Mass prior to joining classes. You will find one of 

the Baptism Catechists near the font after 10:30am Mass on 

Sundays.  Do come and say hello. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

There is no better way in our parish to start the New Year than by 

praying in front of the Blessed Sacrament for our world and its  

needs in 2025.  

On Mondays there will be an opportunity to pray with others 

before the Blessed Sacrament after the 10.00am Mass until 

11.30am. Please come along. 

TEA AND COFFEE 

Sunday in the  hall after 10.30am Mass  

Friday in the Chatterton room after 10.00 Mass (Unless there is 

a Funeral) 

Everyone is welcome, this is a great opportunity to get to know 

fellow parishioners 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

If you know someone who is ill at home or in hospital you can add 

their name to the prayer list in the newsletter (if they are agreeable) 

by contacting the office.  We have several Eucharistic Ministers who 

are willing to bring Holy Communion to anyone who is housebound 

or in a care home and is unable to get to Mass.  We think that in a 

parish the size of Epsom there must be many parishioners who 

would like a visit, but we don’t know who they are, so please ask 

your family, friends and neighbours, and let us know in the Parish 

Office. 

SVP GROUP 

St Joseph’s SVP invite you to join them for Coffee or 

Tea at Epsom Methodist Church at 11 o’clock on 

Thursday 27 February. 



Lourdes Pilgrimage Applications  

Applications for this (25-31 July by air or own transport,  24 

July-1 August by coach/jumbulance) are now open on the 

diocesan website: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/lourdes 

Our pilgrimage to Lourdes is one of the most significant 

pastoral events in our annual Diocesan calendar. Pope 

Francis has declared 2025 is a Jubilee year, the Lourdes 

theme is ‘With Mary, Pilgrims of Hope’. We are invited to 

set out on our pilgrimage journey with our Lady and St 

Bernadette, in the ‘hope born of grace, which enables us to 

live in Christ.’ (Pope Francis, Spes non Confundit 2025} 

Lourdes is a place of renewal, unlike tourists, visiting a 

popular attraction, we are pilgrims, making the journey 

together, we laugh together, break bread together, and we 

enter a space in which we can be open to the promptings of 

the Holy Spirit in ways that, perhaps, we would never have 

thought possible before.  

LENT GROUPS 
 The Gospel of John 

 

The Faith Development Team are delighted to offer the Lumo 

Project’s The Gospel of John this Lent. Come and join us, to watch 

and discuss 6 instalments of this stunning film which brings the 

actual Bible text to the screen word-for-word. 

 

We will meet at 7.45pm at St Joseph’s church hall, on the following 

Mondays: 10th March, 17th March, 24 March, 31st March, 7th 

April and 14th April. We will start with tea, coffee and cake and 

then watch a 30 minute instalment of the movie. Afterwards we 

will break into small groups to discuss and share our thoughts and 

the evening will finish at about 9.15pm.  

If you would like to come, please book your place by emailing: 

mary@marygortondesign.co.uk 

Guildford & District Knights of St Columba 

Discover the Story Behind Wintershall’s Biblical Plays  

In a captivating insight into the world of Wintershall’s acclaimed biblical 

plays, the Guildford and District Knights of St. Columba are set to host a 

revealing talk on Saturday, March 1, 2025, at St Dunstan’s Church in     

Woking. Wintershall, an estate nestled in the beautiful Surrey Hills near 

Bramley, is renowned for its large-scale open-air productions of biblical 

events, including The Nativity, The Passion of Jesus, and The Life of Christ. 

Stephanie Pena, celebrated for her roles as Mary Magdalene and Angel        

Gabriel, will delve into the profound journey behind the scenes of these 

transformative productions.  

Attendees will gain unique insights into Wintershall’s history, mission, and 

its dedication to authentic storytelling, as well as the spiritual challenges of 

portraying biblical figures. With tickets priced at £5 and proceeds support-

ing Wintershall’s work and the Knights of St. Columba’s charities, this 

event offers a deeper appreciation of Wintershall’s legacy and its powerful 

portrayal of Christ’s teachings.  

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Friday 7 March at 10:30am. 

Every year, on the first Friday of March, an international, ecumeni-

cal service for everyone is held in thousands of churches through-

out the world.  Women from different countries prepare the service 

each year.  This year the    women of the Cook Islands have pre-

pared the service.      Epsom Christian Churches have been taking it 

in turn to host the for over 50 years.  Epsom’s service is on Friday 7 

March at 10:30 am. at St Martins Church, Church Street with sever-

al   parishioners from St Joseph’s participating. 

St Joseph’s held the service last year and many parishioners came 

to support us.  The service is for everyone so we do hope you will 

give the same support to St Martin’s on Friday 6 March as you did 

previously  

Advance booking is highly recommended at http://

www.ticketsource.co.uk (search “Wintershall”): https://

www.ticketsource.co.uk/guildford-district-knights-of-st-columba 

LENTEN LUNCHES 

The First Friday of Lent coincides with World of 

Prayer day, so our Lenten Lunches will begin on    

Friday 14th March after the 12 o' clock Mass. The 

lunch consists of soup and bread, all are  welcome!  

Willing volunteers to make soup would be              

appreciated.  

Please contact Breeda Walsh on 07748 505752 or 

email walsh.breeda@gmail.com. Our chosen         

charity for this year is Missio.  

DEANERY  NEWS ! 

The next edition of the Deanery newsletter is scheduled for 8th/9th 

March, the 1st Sunday of Lent, and will include a report on recent 

events and discussions, information on forthcoming events around 

the Deanery, clergy biographies, and more. One date for the diary 

now is our Lent Reconciliation Service: Bishop Richard is visiting 

each Deanery to celebrate Reconciliation Services and will be com-

ing to the Epsom Deanery on Tuesday 25th March, 7pm, at St 

Michael’s, Ashtead  

Visit of the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady 

of Fatima & Relics of Saints Jacinta & Francisco, 1 

March, St Peter’s Church, Shoreham, BN43 5WG. The 

day will include a procession, Mass, the Rosary, 

veneration of the relics, Adoration, Chaplet and 

Benediction. Please bring a packed lunch; for more 

details contact Patsy by email patsydaniels@gmail.com 

Lent Retreat, 21-23 March 

Franciscan Centre Ladywell, GU7 1ST  

Lent is a time of stepping out of the ordinary, 
looking within, noticing how God is at work in our 
lives and listening for the invitation for greater 
depth.  What do I need in my life in order to find 
the courage to walk with Jesus to His cross and 
mine? Join us to prepare for Easter with a time of 
prayer, reflection, input and sharing. 

Suggested Offering: £190 inclusive of all meals. 

Bursaries available. 

Contact: franciscancentre@ladywell.org.uk or 

phone 01483675575 to book. All welcome! 

mailto:patsydaniels@gmail.com


CHURCH OFFERTORY 

Ways for you to contribute to the Finances: 

Please set up your standing order directly with your bank using 

the details below, or use the contactless machine located in the 

Narthex, but any loose change into the collection bags, All 

donations are gratefully received. 

RCD A&B St Joseph Epsom 

A/C No. 71076221 

Sort Code: 40-05-20 

Bank Reference: Your Name + GA  ( If you are a member of our Gift 

Aid Scheme) 

Updates for next week’s Newsletter please email by 

EOP on Wednesday 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!!! 

Volunteers who are in roles with children and 

vulnerable adults are required to complete 

safeguarding training.  In future, applications for 

new or re-check Disclosure and Barring Scheme 

Certificates will not be processed  without evidence 

of training.  

JOB OPPORTUNITY IN THE DIOCESE 

Diocesan Youth Project Worker - Part time  

Join the diocesan Central Office Team as our new P/T Youth  

Project Worker. The successful applicant will be responsible for 

two major  projects - coordination of the CYMF ed Faith in   

Action Awards across the Diocese, and the newly developing 

Young Adults programme. They will also be required to assist 

with    engaging young people from across the Diocese in the 

ASCENT process (a three-year discipleship process for young 

people) and offer support to the Youth Adviser in enabling    

diocesan  attendance at national and international events such 

as Flame and World Youth Day. 

E: lizzie.wakeling@abdiocese.org.uk  

Diocesan IT Technician – Full Time  

The Diocese is recruiting a full-time IT Technician based at The  

St Philip Howard Centre in Crawley. The IT Department        

supports a wide range of stakeholders. As a small team,          

flexibility around tasks is essential to contribute fully to this 

busy and often  reactive service provision. The  successful candi-

date will have experience of a similar role and a willingness to 

learn further skills as and when required to expand their IT 

knowledge. 

Due to the nature of the role all hours are worked onsite at our 

Crawley office, with no scope for hybrid or remote working. 

To find out more and apply: www.abdiocese.org.uk/careers/   

sphc-it 

No Cash?   

Prefer  to make 

your offering 

by phone? 

Scan our QR 

Code with your 

smartphone. 

• Cooking sauces 

• Beans/Pasta with meat 

• Instant coffee 

• Long life sponge puddings 

• Squash 

• Hair conditioner  

 

 

Thank you for your generous donations. 

You may have noticed we now have just one box outside the church. 

We have a fortunate parish to have two  outstanding schools. We also 

have some outstanding squirrels and crows. Anna, our lovely parish 

volunteer  gardener, has observed them opening our boxes and lifting 

the locking bars! Such determination to reach the biscuits is definitely 

outstanding!  

To prevent any further waste, please could you put donations in the 

remaining boxes which are in the narthex or if the church is closed 

you can use the box outside which is squirrel proof so far!  

Our wish list this week includes:   

 

Beginning Experience Weekend, 4-6 April 

Sion Community, Essex, CM15 9BX 

Beginning Experience is a residential weekend programme for 
widowed, separated and divorced people, which helps 
participants with natural feelings of grief and loss. It is led by 
trained volunteers, who have experienced having to adjust to 
life as single people again. To find out more contact Mary 
by email BeginningExperience.SoE@gmail.com 

or M: 07730 884315.  

Landlords Needed ! 

Epsom and Ewell Refugee Network have been supporting a number of 

Ukrainian families who are being hosted in the Epsom and Ewell    

area.  They are now very keen to rent.  These families are working and 

can afford  market rate rents. EERN will offer full support to           

landlords and tenants.  Please get in touch if you or someone you 

know can help and we will give you a list of the families current-

ly looking and will help answer any questions you may have. Thank 

you. 

Email: jo@goodcompany.org.uk.   

Tel : 07775798047 

• Powdered milk 

• Tinned fruit 

• Sugar 500g bags 

• Shampoo 

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE 
 
Have you ever been to Fatima? We invite you to come for a 
taster day. Our parish has been chosen as the only church in 
our Diocese for a visit from the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima, along with relics of Saints   Jacinta and 
Francisco. The day includes a procession and mass, prayer, 
veneration of relics, adoration and video presentation. There 
will be items for sale, and you are welcome to all or part of the 
day. 
Saturday 1st March, 09.45 until 16.45 
St Peter’s Church, Shoreham-by-Sea, BN43 5WG 
(Tea/coffee available; please bring a packed lunch) 
Email: adurvalley@abdiocese.org.uk for more  information 

mailto:BeginningExperience.SoE@gmail.com
mailto:adurvalley@abdiocese.org.uk

