
UPDATE FROM CANON BILL 

SEASONS COME AND SEASONS GO! 

 

November is passing quickly and before we know where we are, the holy feast 

of Christmas will be upon us. By then of course the shops, for whom it is just a  

commercial opportunity to make money, will have overshadowed the true  

meaning of Christmas. Let us not be overtaken by these events. We still have 

much to celebrate in November. It has been a time for all of us to recall all our 

family and friends, those whom we have known and loved now gone to the 

face of God. 

This weekend we look forward to the joyful celebration of Christ the King. It is 

the last Sunday in our liturgical year, and it is a reminder that Jesus Christ is 

universal King who has the whole world in his hands. Let us keep our focus on 

Christ the King especially as we are bombarded daily with news of wars      

destroying lives and property in so many parts of the world. The headlines 

speak about the possibility of world war three, such a catastrophe would    

surely end all our Christmases. 

In the light of this. we ask ourselves what can we do?  The  answer is to      

remember the lessons of past years and recall that for evil to thrive, good    

people do nothing. Let us therefore use our   voices to speak more loudly for 

peace, and to pray for peace. 

Seasons come and seasons go but thank God some of us can go on for a little 

time longer! This week we said goodbye to Father Stephen who has taken up 

his new appointment in the parish of Bexhill in Sussex. On 22 December he 

will return for a formal  farewell from the parish and will preside at the 5.30pm 

Mass on that day. This will be preceded by our Christmas Carol Service    

starting at 3.00p.m. to which all of you are most welcome. Next weekend there 

will a second collection taken for Fr Stephen, and I am sure that you will all 

want to show you appreciation for his  dedication that he has given to our 

Parish these past three years. 

And now, for something to keep you cheerful in these November days, I give 

you a beautiful poem by the late Mary Oliver. 

 

Hello, sun in my face. 

hello, you who make the morning 

and spread it over the fields 

and into the faces of the tulips 

and the nodding morning glories, 

and into the windows of , even, the  

miserable and crotchety— 

 

Best preacher that ever was, 

Dear star, that just happens 

to be where you are in the universe 

to keep us from ever-darkness, 

to ease us with warm touching, 

to hold us in the great hands of light— 

Good morning , good morning, good morning. 

 

Watch now, how I start the day 

In happiness , in kindness 

 

May Christ the Universal bless you and keep you.  

Canon Bill 
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‘My kingdom is not of this world’  

 

As we come to the end of another liturgical year, the 

feast of Christ, King of the Universe, gives us the      

opportunity to consider the priorities we wish to 

live by in our troubled world.  

   

In the First Reading (Daniel 7: 13–14) 

This universality is described with the vision of ’one 

like a son of man’, who we identify as Christ      

himself, from the book of Daniel. Christ ’s            

sovereignty is eternal. It is not exclusive, and shall 

never be destroyed.  

 

In today’s Gospel (John 18:33-37)  

brings us to the essential question. What kind of 

king is Jesus? As Pilate questions him, Jesus       

explains that his kingdom is not of this world; it is 

not a kingdom of pomp and power and glory. Christ 

has come to testify to the truth. .   

 

In the Second Reading (Apocalypse 1: 5–8) 

from the Apocalypse, Christ is called the Alpha and 

the Omega. He has rescued us from our sins and 

will be made manifest when he comes again on the 

clouds of heaven.  

 

The Psalm (92) picks up this theme of kingship and 

majesty. Christ, as Son of God, has reigned from the 

beginning of time.  

 

May we pray this week that all humankind may be united 

in Christ, so that he can offer to the Father a people ‘of 

truth and life, of holiness and grace, of justice, love and 

peace’ (words heard at the Preface to the Eucharistic 

Prayer at Mass today).  
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BEREAVEMENT CAFE  

The Bereavement Cafe will be open on Monday                    

25 November at 10-30a.m in the Chatterton room  after 

morning Mass.  

Do please come and join us, especially if you are newly          

bereaved. You are assured of a very warm welcome..  

Our Prayers are asked for all 
those who are ill:  

Merlyn Soares, Emma Lee, Ian Watts, 
 Steve Lee, Melitona Leander, Vanessa Tuff, Anita 

Hully, Joseph Poku,  
Angela Brett, Kay Pledge, Alan Lucas,  

Tom Makinson, Ethan Foley, Alice Nicolle, Sue 
Brackenbury, Matty Horkan,  

Lorraine Corsini,  
Jimmy Ward and Family, Graham Bell,  

Francis Taylor, Eddie Bell,  
Rosalina Stanislawski and  

Baby Trevor Agius. 

 

Sat 23 Nov 10.00am 

5.30pm 

As per Book of Remembrance 

As per Book of Remembrance  

Sun 24 Nov Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,         
Universal King 

 10.30am 

5.30pm 

As per Book of Remembrance 

As per Book of Remembrance  

Mon 25 Nov 10.00am As per Book of Remembrance 

Tues 26 Nov 10.00am As per Book of Remembrance       

Wed 27 Nov 10.00am 

11.00am 

As per Book of Remembrance       

Funeral Service for Brooke Wiggins 

Thu 28 Nov 10.00am As per Book of Remembrance 

Fri 29 Nov 10.00am As per Book of Remembrance 

 

Sat 30 Nov 10.00am 

5.30pm 

As per Book of Remembrance 

As per Book of Remembrance  

Sun 1 Dec First Sunday of Advent 

  10.30a.m. 

5.30p.m. 

Tony Wilson RIP 

People of the Parish 

DATE TIME MASS INTENTION 

There will be tea and coffee after the 10am Mass on 
Fridays in the Chatterton Room, unless there is a funeral 
on Friday morning.  

If you would like to help Please contact Celia Flood on 
07767870035. 

ALTAR SERVING 

If you would like to join our Altar Serving Team, there will be an  induction 

session on Friday 6th December at 4.15pm in the church.   

This is open to anyone who has received their First Holy Communion.   

For further details contact John Turner jaandcjturner@btinternet.com  

MASS INTENTIONS 
If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, please do pick up 

one of the Mass Intention envelopes in the Narthex and pop into the 

Parish Office.  Alternatively, you can email your request to the     

Parish Office at:epsom@abdiocese.org.uk. 

NOVEMBER 

 MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 

November is the month of the Holy Souls when we pray for our 

deceased relatives and friends - if you would like to have the 

names of relatives or friends entered into the Book of           

Remembrance during the month of November, please do write 

their names in the book.      

You will find Holy Souls envelopes for your donations beside 

the book of Remembrance , Please pop them into the Parish 

Office. You can also make a donation using the contactless  

payment machines.   

If you have any queries, please contact the Parish  Office.     

RECENTLY DECEASED 

It is with great sadness that I inform you of the death 

of Ray Clarke, a treasured parishioner who played 

an active part in the life of our parish. His passing 

has taken us by surprise, but none more so than for 

his daughter Rachel, and his brothers, family and 

friends to whom we offer deepest sympathy and 

prayers. 

 

Please also pray for Brooke Wiggins, a 12 year old 

girl who was tragically killed earlier this month. 

Please do keep her family in your prayers.  

 

THERESA KENEFICK 

RETIREMENT MASS  12 DECEMBER  

Theresa Kenefick, Headteacher of our primary school, will be retiring in 

December  following nearly 40 years of service to the school and the     

parish.  Theresa will be celebrating her retirement mass at St Joseph's on 

Thursday 12 December at 5.30pm.  Members of the school and parish 

community are welcome to attend. 

If you cannot make the mass, but would like to send Mrs Kenefick              

a message on her retirement, then please email to the below address: 

Email: specialevents@stjosephs-epsom.surrey.sch.uk.  

 

Churches Together—Saturday 14 December 
 
Advent outreach event hosted by Churches Together in Epsom 
outside the Metro bank serving tea, coffee, biscuits. We are       
looking for volunteers to help between 10-12.30. Please contact the 
church office if you are interested. 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING - 

IMPORTANT REMINDER!!! 

Volunteers who are in roles with children and vulnerable 

adults are required to complete safeguarding training. In 

Future, applications for new or re-check Disclosure and 

Barring Scheme Certificates will not be processed without 

evidence of training.  

Access to training is:  E:safeguarding@abdiocese.org.uk 

mailto:jaandcjturner@btinternet.com


BAPTISMS AT ST JOSEPH’S 

 
We very much look forward to meeting new parents 
and explaining our Baptism preparation which       
includes regular attendance at Mass prior to joining 
classes. You will find one of the Baptism Catechist’s 
near the font after 10:30 Mass on Sundays. Do come 
and say hello. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION  
Please do continue to ask your child to bring 
their Attendance Registers to be signed after 

Mass. If you visit another Parish for weekend Mass, then 
do bring your  Attendance Register with you and ask a   
member of the Parish Team to sign it for you. 
  

CONFIRMATION 

Should you like to enrol on next year’s programme  please 

contact Neil by email:  ntwhitmore69@gmail.com  

CAR PARKING 

on the Access Road to the Church 

Sunday 10.30a.m. Mass 

It has been brought to our attention that several Parishioners are parking on the access road to 

the Church at the 10.30a.m. Sunday Mass - this is not permitted. Please refrain from this   

practice so that we can maintain good relations with our  neighbours.   

If you cannot park in the Car Parks on a Sunday  morning, please park on St Margaret Drive 

and St Elizabeth Drive where parking restrictions do not apply on Sunday  morning.  

 
SCHOOL CAR PARK (TOP) 

The school have advised us they will be locking the school gates  to the entry and exit of the car 

park. On a daily basis—This means Saturday and Sunday parking will be affected. The gates 

will be unlocked and locked again—Please leave promptly to  ensure you are not locked into the 

car park. 

Also when parking in the lower part these bays are double parking, use the bay lines to park 

correctly  so  all cars are able to park. 

Joy and Despair— the life and   

poetry of Gerard Manley Hopkins: 

Thursday 16 January 2025, 7.30pm at       

St Augustine's Abbey,  

Chilworth, Guildford  GU4 8QR 

BOOK NOW:  

Limited Spaces at £10 per person. 

Advanced booking essential at WWW.TICKETSOURCE.CO.UK 

(Search Manley Hopkins) 

Jubilee for Youth – Pilgrims of Hope.  

Rome 28 July – 4 August 2025  

A pilgrimage for young adults aged 18-30 to celebrate this special year of 

forgiveness and reconciliation. Join with  other like-minded people, as we 

travel to the beautiful city of Rome for opportunities to hear from, and 

pray with, Pope Francis on the theme of Hope. Including flights,           

half-board hotel and entry to events, the Diocese is offering this trip for 

only £995.00 

 

Contact formation@abdiocese.org.uk to find out more.  

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 

At St Augustine’s Abbey,  Guildford GU4 8QR on 8 December 3.30pm 

A special Advent Carol Service including the singing of                     

ancient Gregorian Chant ,Advent Carols, Scripture Readings by the 

Monks, Poetry and Solo Organ pieces followed by Mulled Wine and 

refreshments after service. All are welcome. 

Visit online at http://www.chilworthbenedictines.com  

 

SAVE THE DATE   
 

Christmas Carol Service on Sunday              
22 December commencing 3.00p.m. in the 
Church, followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies in the Hall afterwards, and Fr Stephen’s 
presentation.  
  
 

Sign-up sheets will be 
available from     
Monday                        
02 December 2024. 

 
 

ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Will be celebrating  Advent Service Thursday 28th November 6.00pm at  

St Joseph’s Church Led by Y6.   

 

ST JOSEPH’S ADVENT      

RECONCILIATION               

11 DECEMBER 7.30PM 

AN AMAZING TIME HAD IN MEDJUGORJE! 

On October 22nd 13 parishioners returned from an 8 

day pilgrimage to Medjugorje. This village in                           

Bosnia Herzegovina has been the centre of daily apparitions of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary for the last 43 years. It is a place of 

simple but profound Catholic spirituality where every day 

5000 people gather to say the rosary and attend mass. These 

are a few of our pilgrims’ comments; 

“In Medjugorje my perspective changed: the worries and    

preoccupations which normally loom large in my brain, 

seemed unimportant and the truth that God exists and he 

loves me, felt very real.”   

“When I attended the sacrament of reconciliation I truly felt 

that I was sitting and talking to Jesus in a profound way, there 

were no barriers”. 

“During the English Mass on the Sunday during the              

consecration I suddenly became aware of understanding the 

true presence in a new way” 

Overall the trip was experienced as a huge blessing, the       

experience of which will remain with us for a long time. 
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Diocesan vacancies—Current  
Private Secretary to the Bishop (P/T) closing date   

5 December, interviews Friday 13 December 2024  

The successful applicant will work closely with the Bishop      

supporting his work and mission and must be a practising     

Catholic. Excellent administrative and written communication 

skills and competency in Microsoft Office are needed, and an 

openness to deepen your understanding of the life of the Church, 

particularly in Canon Law.  

CHRISTMAS IS COMING… 

 

 

Advent is one Week  away—In the Repository you can find the 

Real Advent Calendars with chocolate and    Christmas Cards and 

Gifts   

Please pop along after Mass to have a look. Payments can be made 

using the contactless at the back of church or QR code in the shop 

FOODBANK UPDATE 

The Foodbank has begun its countdown to Christmas 2024!  Please help us as we support people experiencing financial hardship in 

our community throughout December.  Thank you so much in advance for your continued support and generosity.   

 

Items we still urgently need include: 

 

 

CHURCH OFFERTORY 

Ways for you to contribute to the Finances: 

Please set up your standing order directly with your bank 

using the details below, or use the contactless machine 

located in the narthex or loose change into collection bags, 

all is greatly appreciated. 

RCD A&B St Joseph Epsom 

A/C No. 71076221 

Sort Code: 40-05-20 

Bank Reference: Your Name + GA                                                    

( If you are a member of our Gift Aid Scheme) 

2nd Collection This Weekend 

Arundel Cathedral Maintenance Fund 

(Gift Aid eligible) 

 

 Long life sponge puddings 

 Jam/Honey/Chocolate Spread 

 Crisps /Cereal bars  

 Chocolate Biscuits 

 Sugar (500g) 

 Deodorant (male & female) 

 Shampoo & Conditioner 

 Tampons /Toilet Roll 

 Washing powder / Washing up 
liquid 

 Rice (microwavable) / Noodles 

 Cooking sauces 

 Packet soup 

 Tinned Meat 

 Ketchup/Brown sauce/Mayo 

 Long life milk /Powdered milk 

 Instant coffee 

 Squash 

 Adult toothbrushes 

GIFT AID STATEMENT’S 

Gift Aid Statements for tax year 2023/24—There are still a lot of 

statements un-collected from the office. Please can we kindly ask 

you to collect these asap. 

If you have any queries, please contact using  the below address: 

Email :ga.epsom@abdiocese.org.uk  

WORLD GIFTS—For Christmas 

World Gifts are a wonderful way for our parish communities 

to share the hope and joy of Christmas with our Global   

family. 

ASSIST US TO LIVE, NOT TO DIE 

Bishop Richard has written a pastoral letter about the  assisted 

suicide bill and copies are available in the entrance as you leave the 

church. Please do take a copy to read for yourselves and if you are 

also minded, please do  make your views known to the local MP.   

UPCOMING NOTICES 

• Fr Stephen Farewell Collection— Next Weekend  01 December 

• Parish Christmas Lunch—5 December—Mass @ 12.00pm 

• Advent Reconciliation—11 December @ 7.30pm 

Creative Ladies 

Sales after Mass 

After the masses over the weekend of Saturday 30th and Sunday 

1st December the Creative Ladies will be selling their crafts and 

other goods in time for Christmas. Our   table will be in the      

narthex. Please bring cash and all the money will go to the Faith 

in Action charities.  

Upcoming—Parish  Christmas Lunch   

This event will be held after the 12.00 Mass on Thursday                

5 December in the hall. Please sign up on the sheets in the       

narthex. There is no charge but a donation can be given towards 

our charities that we support in Zambia and Peru.  

Also should you like anything to go into the Newsletter –Please email the details to the Office by Wednesdays. 

Please also look at the Christmas Wishlist of Items required. 

THANK YOU 
A Big Thank you to the Parishioner who donated the knitted      

crochet  blankets  - These have now be taken and donated to:  

Small Steps Charity , Storks Reigate Charity ,Evelina children's 

Hospital and Great Ormond Street. 


