
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH  
EPSOM NEWSLETTER 
24 SEPTEMBER 2023 

TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME    

SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 
2023 

 
The generous love of the Lord is very close to 
us. The readings for this Sunday remind us that 
when we seek the Lord, we can be confident of 
receiving a warm, forgiving welcome – no mat-
ter who we are.  
 
The prophet Isaiah (First Reading) Isaiah 
55: 6-9) invites us to seek and find the Lord 
who is near to us. When we do this, God will 
embrace us with a rich forgiveness.  
 
The Psalm (Psalm 144) is a blessing song of 
wonder and awe to the Lord who is close to us, 
full of compassion, abounding in love and     
kindness.  
 
St Paul’s letter to the Philippians (Second      
Reading – Philippians 1: 20-24, 27) is        
written by one who is confident of the closeness 
of Christ. We, too, are encouraged to focus our 
lives on the Gospel values of Christ.  
 
The parable of the workers in the vineyard       
(Gospel – Matthew 20: 1-16) presents an       
encouraging, if challenging, image of the              
generosity of God. We are invited to accept this 
generosity for ourselves and express it towards 
others. If this seems too hard for us to                    
comprehend, let us take heart that the ways of 
the Lord are very different from our own ways.  
 
The words of Scripture reassure us that we 
need not worry, for the Lord is near to us, ever 
present. Our God is full of compassion and     
forgiveness, willing us to seek him out. Let us 
pray that the whole Christian community will 
be inspired always to seek the Lord. Together 
as the body of Christ, we can transform the 
world with the justice and generosity of God.                    
 

FR BILL’S UPDATE 
 

Theme: “How green was my valley”. 
A theme that has been popping in and out of my mind 
this week and I suspect it has something to do with 
current debate about Climate Change. The headline 
in Thursday’s Times: “Sunak’s green targets gamble”, 
a reference to the Government’s new date ending 
petrol and diesel vehicles, together with the ending of 
gas and oil boilers. The new date is now set for 2035, 
but of course this could all change!  
 
Having witnessed the traumatic events this summer 
with excessive heat and floods and the devastating 
effects they have had on so many communities, it is 
incumbent on us all to play our part to reduce the      
disastrous effects of Climate Change, a theme I know 
that I have spoken about previously, and will probably 
need to do so again. I know of no one who does not 
want to live in a clean and green world.     
 
How green was my valley is an acclaimed novel     
published in 1939, a little before my time!  It tells the 
story of mining life in a Welsh village and was made 
into a film and subsequent television series. When 
the mining work ended, the village is covered in coal 
dust and there is no longer any greenery to be seen. 
It is hard to imagine today how we could live without 
our green spaces.  
 
How fortunate are we to have access to some        
wonderful open spaces in this part of the world to     
enjoy. People often tell me that it is here that they feel 
closer to God in nature and why not, after all, it is 
God’s creation. God is present in all things and as 
read in the book of Genesis, “God saw all that he had 
made and indeed it was very good”.  
 
As Stewards of God’s creation, we must continue to 
ask ourselves how clean and green is our world and 
what do we need to do to care for it better not just in 
the future but here and now. 
 
God bless you all, keep safe and keep our world safe. 
Canon Bill  

 
 
 



 

DATE  MASS INTENTION 

Sat 23 Sept Memoria of St Pius Pietrelcina ‘Padre Pio’ 

 10.00am 
5.30pm 

  Alastair Rudolph RIP 
  Jo Corrigan RIP 

Sun 24 Sept Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 10.30am 

5.30pm 
Giuseppe Lombardo RIP 
People of the Parish 

Mon 25 Sept 10.00am Philomena Fernandes RIP 

Tue 26 Sept 
10.00am   Mary Tomnie RIP 

 
Wed 27 Sept Memoria of St Vincent de Paul, Priest 

 10.00am Michael French RIP 
John Beresford RIP 

Thu 28 Sept 10.00 am Kitty Sullivan RIP 

Fri 29 Sept Feast 0f Ss Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
Archangels 

 10.00am Nellie Kelly RIP 
Santos Domingo RIP 

Sat 30 Sept Memoria of St Jerome, Priest, Doctor 

 10.00am 
 
5.30pm 

All those remembered in the                  
Memorial Garden 
People of the Parish  

Sun 1 Oct Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 10.30am 
5,30pm 

Mieczyslawa Jonska RIP 
Edward Brauer’s Intention  

Our Prayers are asked for all 
those who are ill:  

Frances Walsh, Merlyn Soares,            
Ann Schifano, Emma Lee, Ian Watts, 

Steve Lee, Melitona Leander,         
Vanessa Tuff, Susan McCrory,            

Anita Hully, Joseph Poku, Angela Brett, 
Kay Pledge, Alan Lucas, Tom Makinson, 
Ethan Foley, Alice Nicolle, Jean Childs, 

Sue Brackenbury, Matty Horkan,  
Lorraine Corsini, Kiera, Leanne, Jimmy 

Ward and Family, Graham Bell and      
Baby Trevor Agius. 

ST JOSEPH’S STATEMENT OF ASPIRATIONS 
At St Joseph’s, we show God’s love to the world. This 
means that we: 

 are a welcoming community, where all can             
explore, develop and deepen their faith; 

 help everyone to discover how much they are 
loved by God; 

 participate in spiritually enriching liturgies and        
celebrate sacraments as signs of God’s love for us; 

 empower people to use their individual talents 
and skills for the service of others; 

 put the Gospel into practical, loving action by 
reaching out to help others, especially the poor 
and disadvantaged in the local community and 
beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 Car Parking on the Access Road to the Church 

Sunday 10.30a.m. Mass 
In order to maintain good relations with our neighbours, I would like 
to remind Parishioners that you should not be parking on the access 
road to the Church when arriving for Sunday morning 10.30a.m. 
Mass.  If you cannot park in the Car Park on a Sunday morning, 
please park on St Margaret Drive and St Elizabeth Drive where 
parking restrictions do not apply on Sunday morning. 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME  
2023 – 2024 

Thank you to those of you who have been signing in 
over the last few months, we will be holding a First 
Holy Communion Registration evening on      
Wednesday 27 September at 7:30 pm in the Church 
for those parents who wish to enrol their children on 
the 2023 – 2024 programme.   
 
Please bring along a copy of your child’s Baptismal 
Certificate together with £30 registration fee. We 
look forward to seeing you there.   

BAPTISMS AT ST JOSEPH’S 

 
We very much look forward to meeting new parents 

and explaining our Baptism preparation which            
includes regular attendance at Mass prior to joining 

classes. 
You will find one of us (Baptism Catechists’) near the 
font after 10:30 Mass on Sundays. Do come and say 
hello. 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the happy repose of the 
souls of Derek West and Brian 
Worthington who have recently passed 
away.  Please also keep their families in 
your prayers. 
 

If you, or someone you know is struggling and would appreciate some help 
or just someone to talk to in confidence, please call Celia Flood on 07767 
870035, or Terry Cruise on 07788 454774. 

 

BEREAVEMENT CAFÉ 

The Bereavement Café will be open again 
on Monday 25 September in the           
Chatterton room at 10:30 am. Please 
come and join us. 
 

THERE WILL BE A SECOND COLLECTION 
NEXT SUNDAY FOR CAFOD HARVEST FAST 
DAY 



  

HELP WITH WEEDING 
If you have green fingers and are able to commit to a few 
hours a week to help with keeping the weeds at bay around 
the Church, then please do email the Parish Office. 

URSULINE HIGH SCHOOL WIMBLEDON 
Main School and Sixth Form Events 

Main School  
Open Evening: 
Wednesday 27 September - 6.30p.m. – 8.30p.m. 
For Year 5 and 6 Students and parents/carers (Year 4 
and 5 in the academic year 2022-2023) 
Open Morning: 
Monday 2 – Friday 6 October 2023 
9.00a.m. OR 11.00a.m. 
For Year 6 students and parents/carers (Year 7 entry 
September 2024) 
Sign Up: www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/admis-
sions/open-events-2 
Bookings open from 11 July – 18 September, limited 
availability, ticketed entry only. 
Sixth Form 
Thursday 12 October – 5.30p.m. – 7.30p.m.For Year 
11 students and parents/carers (Year 12 entry Sep-
tember 2024 
Sign Up: www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/sixth-
form/admissions/opem-events.  Bookings open from 
early September. Limited availability. 

Parish Finances and Offertory 
CHURCH OFFERTORY 
Ways for you to contribute are as follows: 

- standing order: this is our preferred method. Please set up your standing order directly with your bank, using the 
following details (this is a business account) - account name RCD A&B St Joseph Epsom; sort code: 40-05-20; ac-
count number: 71076221; bank reference: your name, along with “GA” if you are a member of our Gift Aid scheme. (If 
you aren’t yet a Gift Aider, please do join the scheme! See below).  

- contactless devices: these are located in the narthex and in the church (beside the hymn books). Simply choose 
“Church offertory” from the list on the screen, and please select the option to add gift aid if you are a tax payer. (Note: 
these devices can also be used for special collections) 

- gift aid envelope scheme: please place your envelope in the collection bags 

- loose cash: please place in the collection bags. 
Thank you for your support. 

Keep the date free: Friday 10 November -     
Austen Ivereigh is coming! 

 
“Listening to the future: Pope Francis and the 
Church to come.” 
 
At 7:30pm on Friday 10 November, having recently    
returned from the Synod in Rome, Austen Ivereigh is 
coming to St Josephs to talk to us in the Church. 
 
As always, he is open to questions from the floor. 
 

Fr John Seddon OSB of Chilworth Abbey will lead pilgrimages 
to Medjugorje, 17th-24th Oct, 2023, £749 pp and the Holy Land 
12th-19th of Nov, 2024, £1,369 pp.  
Please see allsaintstravel.co.uk for more details. 

 
 

Diocesan run events 
Anti-Slavery Day – Slavery on Your Doorstep - 
Wednesday 18 October 6.30-8.00pm at the 
Fitzherbert Community Hub, 2 Bristol Road, 
Kemptown, Brighton BN2 1AP 
Come and find out how modern slavery is very 
much here in our local area, and how we can      
respond.  
Liturgy of the Word with Children – Leaders’ 
Training – Saturday 11 November 10.00am–
1.00pm at the St Philip Howard Centre,     
Crawley 
Please join us for a morning exploring an exciting 
style of delivering the Liturgy of the Word with 
Children. Lucy Hall will be demonstrating a hands 
on, tactile approach to wondering about the     
Gospel.  
 
To find out about and book events hosted by the 
Diocese please visit our website events calendar 
W: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events 
 

 

ADVENT RETREAT PILGRIMAGE IN THE HOLY LAND 
Della Shenton of 5th Gospel Retreats is running a 9-day 
retreat in the Holy Land from 7 – 15 December 2023. 
There is a notice in the Narthex and some leaflets. 
For further information contact Theresa Park 07867625291 
Or email; della@5gr.org. 
 
 

Training Sessions for new Extraordinary Ministers 
of the Eucharist in Mass and Visiting the          
Housebound 

Thanks so much to all of you who expressed an interest in 

being new Eucharistic Ministers. We are now arranging 

three training sessions for new Ministers: 

Friday, 29th September at 7pm 

Friday, 13th October at 7pm 

All sessions will be in the Chatterton Room. 

We would like all those who want to be Ministers to attend 

these sessions. If you cannot, please contact Father Stephen 

through the Parish Office, or at stephen.obrien@abdio-

cese.org.uk 

http://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/sixth-form/admissions/opem-events
http://www.ursulinehigh.merton.sch.uk/sixth-form/admissions/opem-events
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdiocese.org.uk%2Fdiocese%2Fevents&data=05%7C01%7Cepsom%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C6250b5a58d2443f4f62108dbb9e15b5c%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C638308150161277982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ysaTNf5CZAr50I8%2BtCfuHeLzv6JjyiMkKlW8bRN3bbU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:della@5gr.org


 

Our Parish email address has changed: Contact Us: 

Email: epsom@abdiocese.org.uk 
Telephone: 01372 723573 

PARISH OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY  

8.30A.M. – 2.30P.M. and 
THURSDAY 8.30A.M. – 12.30P.M. 

St Joseph’s Admissions – September 2024 
For admissions to St Joseph's School from September 
2024, there is no longer a need for parents and carers to be 
signing in at Mass. 
The requirement for entry from September 2024 is that you 
provide the school with a copy of the baptism certificate for 
your child and that you have the Supplementary Information 
Form signed, dated and stamped by Canon Bill.  Parents may 
submit their Supplementary Information Form to the Parish 
Office at any point from now in advance of January 2024. 

 HARVEST LUNCH 
Hot on the heels of our very successful Coronation 
Tea, the Creative Ladies are holding a Harvest 
Lunch on Friday 6 October in the Hall after the 
12.00pm Mass.  We have a delicious choice of 
menu. There will be no charge, but donations to 
our Parish Charity, Faith in Action, will be welcome. 
 
There will also be a stall selling our handmade 
cards, gifts and preserves, so do please bring 
some CASH with you.  Further details are shown on 
the posters in the Church.  Please be sure to SIGN 
UP on the sheets in the Narthex if you would like to 
come. Friends welcome! 

 

FOODBANK UPDATE 
 

Thank you so much for each and every donation.  In      
August we fed 777 people and in July we fed 583          
people.  These donations make such a difference so we 
really do appreciate your unstinting support.  
This week the items we need include: 
 

• Tinned Soup and Coffee- Urgent (we have none),  

• Custard and Honey - Urgent ( we have none) 

• Chocolate treats both adult and children - Urgent 
(we have none) 

• Tinned Meat (ham, meatballs, curry, hotdogs etc) 
- Urgent 

• Tinned Fruit- Urgent, UHT and Powdered Milk (no 
skimmed please) - Urgent 

• Sugar 500g and 1Kg- Urgent, Sponge Puddings – 
Urgent, Noodles- Urgent (Not Pot noodles) 

• Ketchup – Urgent, Baked Beans Tinned           
Vegetables, Long life Juice, Chocolate Spread 

• Peanut Butter, Sweetcorn, Adult Toothpaste 

• Shampoo, Washing Up Liquid - Urgent (we have 
none), Female deodorant- Urgent (we have none), 
Shaving Foam, Toilet Rolls 

 
 

“IF YOU ARE THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC 
......." 
Our new programme of RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults) is scheduled to begin on Wednesday 27th      
September. If you are not a Catholic, but have thought of 
becoming one, you might wish to consider joining, or       
finding out more about it. 
  
The initial part of the programme (seven sessions) asks 
the question "Is the Catholic Faith for me?" The second 
part (again seven sessions), which takes place after 
Christmas, is focused on preparation for full membership 
of the Catholic Church, and is aimed at those members of 
the group who wish to continue their journey to becoming 
Catholics, receiving the sacraments of Baptism (not       
necessary if already a baptised Christian), Communion 

and Confirmation at Easter. 
The sessions follow a set programme, but are informal and 
relaxed. If you wish to join, or simply find out more, please 
contact Canon Bill or Fr. Stephen, the Parish Office or 
simply email david34edr@virginmedia.com     for more      
information. You are not committing yourself to the course 
by making an enquiry! " 
 

Retrouvaille: A Programme for Couples Struggling in their Marriages 
Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? Do you argue … or have 
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it only make it worse? Retrouvaille is a programme to 
support couples who have difficulties in their marriage. It brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish 
and grow your marriage. Tens of thousands of couples headed for divorce have successfully saved their marriages 
by attending and using the tools provided. The programme helps spouses uncover or re-awaken the love, trust 
and commitment that originally brought them together. It helps them through difficult times whether they are 
disillusioned or in deep misery. There is no group therapy or group work. For confidential information about 
‘Retrouvaille’ or to register for the next programme a Face to Face weekend in Welwyn Garden City on 13-15 
October 2023, call or text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443 or email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 
 

St Philip Howard Mass at Arundel Cathedral -              
22 October at 3pm. People across our Diocese are invited 

to join the annual St Philip Howard Mass at Arundel Cathedral 
followed by refreshments at the Cathedral Centre. There will 
be an opportunity to view materials from the recent Arundel 
Museum exhibition ‘Arundel Cathedral 1873 – 2023’. All are 
welcome, booking is not required. 

SVP GROUP 

St Joseph’s SVP invite you to join them for Coffee 

or Tea at Epsom Methodist Church at 11 o’clock on 

Thursday 28th September. 

mailto:david34edr@virginmedia.com
mailto:retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com
http://www.retrouvaille.org.uk/

