ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
EPSOM NEWSLETTER

11 DECEMBER 2022

Canon Bill’s Update

It would be an older generation of parishioners who
would remember sermons about The Four Last
Things. Advent might be the time when one might
hear such sermons, one theme for each Sunday, but
| suspect that most Catholics today would not be able
to name them, including the clergy.

A priest friend of mine who worked in the West Coun-
try told me that when he was a curate, the four last
things were the stand-by sermon for his Parish Priest:
Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell which he
preached throughout the year, and as he was their
Parish Priest for many years, there is no doubt the
parishioners were well versed in the theology of the
four last things.

There is a certain nostalgia in longing for things of the
past, but they do not always sit easily with our liturgy
today. We are fortunate in being able to come
together in freedom to share our faith, to pray together
and for one another, and while we accept the
escathological teaching of the four last things, let us
focus on the symbolic meaning of our Advent wreath,
and as we light each candle, remember that we are
God's people, who are loved by Him, and our lives are
filled with hope even in this present time of darkness.

Each candle on the Advent wreath we light, reminds
us of God's love, peace and joy. The shortest day will
soon be here, and while we need to turn on some light
in our homes around 4pm, the days thereafter will
gradually become brighter, and as they do, let us pray
that the troubles of our nation and our world will fade
away long before the Four Last Things visit us all.
This coming Sunday is known as "Gaudete Sunday"
and the theme of the day expresses the joy of
anticipation at the approach of Christmas. At the
beginning of Mass the pink candle on the wreath will
be lit and we will be reminded that this is a day of joy
in the Lord, and if you have been doing any Advent
penance, you can have a day off!

God Bless

Canon Bill

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
2022

On this ‘Gaudete’ Sunday, the liturgy begins with
an invitation to ‘rejoice!” Just as in the darkness of
midwinter we long for light, so in the darkness of
a world suffering the consequences of war and
human greed, we long for the transforming light
of Christ. But all around us are prophetic signs of
God’s love at work, bringing us hope in darkness,
and reminding us of the joyful life we are called to
live. Today the Scriptures encourage us to listen,
and to see the prophetic voices and signs of our
times.

In the First Reading (Isaiah 35: 1—6.10), Isaiah
acclaims a joyful vision of Christ’s coming.
Dimmed eyes will be opened; the lame will leap
for joy; and we can have courage because the Lord
is near.

The Psalmist (Psalm 145) shares a vision of the
Lord overcoming our human hardship, bringing
justice and healing to the world.

The Second Reading (James 5: 7-10) is a letter
of encouragement, counselling us to be watchful
and patient. The Lord is close at hand.

The Gospel (Matthew 11: 2-11) describes a
meeting between Jesus and the followers of the
imprisoned John. Jesus answers their questions
by referencing both the prophecies of Isaiah and
today’s Psalm. John is a prophet of their time, and
Jesus encourages John’s disciples not to lose faith.
Jesus himself is the one of whom the ancient
prophets spoke. As followers of Christ, let us take
courage, and prayerfully support one another to
be patient and faithful to the liberating message of
the Good News. We belong to a loving community
that longs for, and trusts in, the light of Christ,
even in the midst of long winter nights and during
these challenging times.




DATE MASS INTENTION

Sat 10 Dec 10.00a.m. | Michael Adams
5.30pm People of the Parish

Sun 11 Dec Third ‘Gaudete’ Sunday of Advent
10.30am | Nora Ty RIP
5.30pm Theo Nicholas RIP

Mon 12 Dec [10.00am | Kate O’Hare’s Intention

\Memoria of St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr

Our Prayers are asked for all

those who are ill:
Frances Walsh, Merlyn Soares, Ann
Schifano, Peter Galipeau, Emma Lee,
Ian Watts, Steve Lee, Melitona
Leander, Vanessa Tuff, Susan
McCrory, Francis McCrory, Anita
Hully, Joseph Poku, Angela Brett,
Bob and Maria Adams, Kay Pledge,
Jean Child, Debbie Swain, Alan
Lucas, Tom and Mary Makinson,
Kate O’Hare, Kevin Murphy and
Ethan Foley.

Tue 13 Dec
0.00am Requiem Mass for Rossi Raffa
Wed 14 Dec |Memoria of St John of The Cross, Priest,
\Doctor
10.00am | Lucy Packham’s Intention
Thur 15 Dec [10.00am | Nanzer Ward’s Intention
Fri 16 Dec 10.00am | Elizabeth Lee’s Intention
Rosetta Clarke RIP
Sat 17 Dec 10.00am | Philip Begley RIP
5.30pm People of the Parish

Sun 18 Dec  |[Fourth Sunday of Advent ‘O Adonai’

10.30am | Eric and Julia Mortimer RIP
5.30pm Tom Mannion RIP

RECONCILIATION SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS

The following Reconciliation Services have been
organised by the Deanery:-

St Joseph’s Epsom

Wednesday 14 December at 7.00p.m.
Sacred Heart Cobham

Friday 16 December at 7.30p.m.

St Ann’s Banstead

Tuesday 20 December at 7.00p.m.

BEREAVEMENT CAFE
The Bereavement Cafe will be open again on
Monday 19 December at 10.30a.m. We meet
in the Fr. Chatterton Room.

We know that Christmas time for the
bereaved can be particularly difficult. Do
come along and join us, and bring a family
member or friend to join you. The
atmosphere is relaxed, and you can be
assured of a warm welcome.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT TEAM
Are you struggling with bereavement or loss?
Would it help to talk to someone?
We have bereavement supporters trained to listen,
support and accompany people experiencing grief.
Call Paula Thomas on 07710 099682 or Theresa
Park on 07867 6252091.

SUNDAY 10.30A.M. MASS
We would like families to play a more active role in the
Sunday Morning Mass from January 2023. So, if you
or your children would like to read at the 10.30a.m.
Mass, then please contact the Parish Office.

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School
— Admission in September 2023
‘Signing in’ for St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School will take
place after all weekend Masses, in the Church Hall after
Sunday 10.30a.m. Mass, and in Our Lady’s Chapel after the
Saturday and Sunday 5.30p.m. Masses.

Communion to the Housebound
We know there must be many Parishioners who are housebound
at home or in care homes and unable to get to Mass. If you know
of anyone who would like to receive Holy Communion from a lay
Eucharistic Minister, please let the Parish Office know.

MASS TIMES OVER CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS EVE SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER
3.00P.M. FAMILY MASS
5.30P.M. VIGIL MASS
8.00P.M.’MIDNIGHT’ MASS
CHRISTMAS DAY SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER
8.30A.M. DAWN MASS
10.30A.M. PARISH MASS
BOXING DAY MONDAY 26 DECEMBER

11.00A.M. MORNING MASS




Parish Finances and Offertory

CHURCH OFFERTORY
Ways for you to contribute are as follows:

standing order: this is our preferred method. Please set up your standing order directly with your bank, using
the following details - account name: RCD A&B St Joseph’s Epsom; sort code: 40-05-20; account number: 71076221,
bank reference: your name, along with “GA” if you are a member of our Gift Aid scheme. (If you aren’t yet a Gift Aider,

please do join the scheme! See below).

contactless devices: these are located in the narthex and in the church (beside the hymn books). Simply choose
“Church offertory” from the list on the screen, and please select the option to add gift aid if you are a tax payer. (Note:

these devices can also be used for special collections)

gift aid envelope scheme: please place your envelope in the collection buckets

- loose cash: please place in the collection buckets
Thank von for vonr sinnort

SAVE THE DATE!!
CONFIRMATION ENROLMENT WILL TAKE PLACE
ON MONDAY 16 JANUARY AT 7.30P.M. IN THE
CHURCH. PARENTS AND CHILDREN NEED TO
ATTEND.

SVP NEWS
A date for your diary: Friday 30™ December. The SVP
are organising an Afternoon Tea at Chessington Garden
Centre. We invite all our Senior Citizens to come along.
We would also like to hear from anyone who can help with
transport. Please contact Terry on 07788 454774.
Do you need a lift to Mass at the weekend? Are you will-
ing to give a fellow parishioner a lift? The SVP would like
to bring both parties together. So if you need a lift or
can offer a lift please contact Terry 07788 454774.

KNOCK PILGRIMAGE 2023
Escorted Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine, Ireland, 15" March
2023. £699.00 per person sharing. Price includes flight, all
transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with full board. All
entertainment and excursions included.
Day trips to Westport, Ballintubber Abbey, Croagh  Patrick,
Fr. Peyton Centre and National Museum. Special St.
Patrick’s Day Celebrations. Single supplement £150.00.
Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or
email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.

FOODBANK UPDATE

Following on from last weekend's appeal, we
are now collecting items at St Joseph's church.
Please read on.

Fr Ruslan would like children (and adults) to
connect with children in the Ukraine, reflecting
on those less fortunate. He is supporting two
orphanages that were located in Eastern
Ukraine. Earlier this year, these 182 children
were moved to a safer location in Western
Ukraine.

Fr Ruslan has asked for donations of new or
nearly new hats, gloves, scarves and new warm
winter socks to keep these children warm this
winter. Please think of these items as a
Christmas gift so please do not give anything
that you would not like to receive as a
gift! Smaller items means he can fit more in the
lorry transporting them and help more children
and adults. Donations can be left under the
tables in the Church Narthex. The lorry will be
leaving on the 12th December so last donations
will be on the morning of the 11th December.

If you prefer. you can sponsor a donation.
Please add “"Ukraine gift" using this
link: http://donate.mydona.com/st-erconwalds-
walton These financial donations will go

COMMUNION GIFTS AND CARDS

We have received an eviction notice and so have to
vacate the shop by the end of the year. We have also
received official confirmation that our landlords applied
to the local Council to demolish all the shops on the
parade and have therefore terminated our lease.
Therefore, we are selling all Communion Gifts and
Cards at half price or less because we have no choice
but to close the business that we started in 1998 for
Christening and Holy Communion business at Clothes
Line South West London SW20 9NQ and website
www.firstholycommunion.co.uk

towards buying more of these items and also
towards payment for the lorry and fuel.

Any good quality, clean winter coats (both
children and adults) can also be donated as
these will make their way to Ukraine through
Surrey Stands with Ukraine charity, located in
the Ashley Centre (as this charity has regular
lorries with donations leaving for the Ukraine).
Any questions, please feel free to call me on
07899 902051 (Rachel).

Thank you so much in advance for your
generosity and kindness.
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PARISH MASS AND LUNCH
TUESDAY 20 DECEMBER

We are hosting a Mass at 11.00a.m. followed by
Lunch on Tuesday 20 December. This is for all and
we hope some families will join us.

If you would like to join us, please sign up on the
form at the back of the Church (which shows the
menu) by Wednesday 15 December.

Car Parking on the Access Road to the Church
In order to maintain good relations with our
neighbours, | would like to remind Parishioners that
you should not be parking on the access road to the
Church when arriving for Sunday morning 10.30a.m.
Mass.

If you cannot park in the Car Park, please park on St
Margaret Drive and St Elizabeth Drive where parking
restrictions do not apply at weekends.

If you or someone you know would appreciate
some help to feed themselves or their families,
please contact the Parish Office or Celia Flood
(ideally by email or mobile 07767 870035).

Eucharistic Ministers, Readers and Welcomers
There are printed copies of the new rota available in
the narthex.

OUR LADY CHAPEL
Just a reminder to parents who join us in Our Lady
Chapel for Mass, that it would be much  appreciated if
you could please bring only soft toys for your children
to play with.

REQUEST FOR A LIFT
A Parishioner needs a lift to the 5.30p.m. Mass
on Sunday - can you help?
If you can, please phone Terry 07788 454774,

Evenings of Reflection for Confirmation
Candidates/Youth Groups

Bishop Richard is running Evenings of Reflection for
Confirmation Candidates and Youth Groups. Prior to
lockdowns, these evenings were very well received, so
we are looking forward to bringing them back as the
young people always enjoyed them and found the
opportunity to explore prayer, meet a larger group of
other young Catholics and have some fun together
uplifting and encouraging.

The event that is most accessible for our group is taking
place at Sacred Heart in Cobham on Friday 17" March
from 7pm to 9pm. You can book your places here Eve-
nings of Reflection (17-Mar-2023) - ChurchSuite Events

THE NATIVITY JOURNEY
14-19 DECEMBER 2022
Come and enjoy the real Christmas story at
Wintershall Walk with Mary, Joseph and the donkey
on the winding, steep road to Bethlehem. Register for
the census and journey with other travellers, Roman
soldiers and shepherds as you enter the stable to
watch the miracle unfold.

The Wintershall Nativity Journey is an unforgettable
experience, bringing the true meaning of Christmas to
life for the whole family. Each performance lasts
approximately 90 minutes. Please note that some
scenes are performed outside and some inside Holly
Barn Theatre, your visit includes a 10 minute walk up
a steep hill. Limited disabled parking is available for
those who need it most next to Holly Barn Theatre but
this must be pre-booked by emailing admin@winter-
shall.org.uk. Holly Barn, Bramley, Guildford GU5 OLR

PARISH OPENING HOURS

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY AND FRIDAY
8.30A.M. — 2.30P.M. and
THURSDAY 8.30A.M. — 12.30P.M.

Contact Us:
Email: office@st-josephs-epsom.org.uk
Telephone: 01372 723573

HCPT GROUP 24 LOURDES TRIP

HCPT Group 24 will once again be returning to
Lourdes next Easter following last year's successful
pilgrimage.

In 2023, Group 24 will be providing disabled and
disadvantaged children, including from our local
parish the opportunity to take part in an amazing
life-changing pilgrimage and holiday to Lourdes. St.
Joseph's Parish has been kind enough to support
Group 24 for many years, helping to raise funds for
many children and jet setters over the years to travel
to Lourdes.

To help fund our 2023 trip, we will be selling HCPT's
Grand Draw raffle tickets after masses on Saturday
17+ December and Sunday 18 December. Please do
support us in any way that you can. HCPT's Grand
Draw is your chance to win one of 28 cash prizes - all
for iust £1 a ticket!"
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